Name:  __________________________________    Date:  _______________________________
Independent Novel Study

( Part 1:  Choose a Novel

Now that you have completed both proposal forms, chosen a novel and had it approved, complete the following parts.
 

( Part 2:  Read

As you read the novel, you will want to pay particular attention to how the hero’s quest unfolds. Make notes or use sticky notes to mark important passages that you will need for the response journal and creative extension.   


Your Novel Must Be Read By:  ______________________________
( Part 3:  Write a Response Journal – 500 words MAXIMUM
Write about the following topics for discussion.  You must include specific examples and quotations (with properly cited page references) to support your comments / analysis. Each topic can be in a different paragraph (so keep in mind that each topic needs to be concise!)
· Your thoughts on the quest of the main character (relate to what we’ve learned about quests and to texts that we have studied in class).

· Identification of archetypes in the novel (archetypal characters, events, symbols, etc.).

· Features of the author’s style of writing:  (Choose 2-3) point of view / narration, character development, foreshadowing, symbolism, imagery, etc.  Discuss how these elements complement and reinforce the major themes of your novel.

( Part 4:  Complete a Creative Extension – 500 words MAXIMUM
Choose and complete ONE of the following:

· Identify the protagonist in your novel and write excerpts from a journal this character might have kept.  Include journals from before the events of the story take place, as well as ones providing the character’s thoughts about significant events throughout the course of the novel.
· Re-write your novel in Graphic novel form.  Consider angles, text features, colour, symbols, etc. in depicting events effectively.  (A shortened version or important part of the novel is fine.)

· Draw several characters in your novel (at least three).  For each drawing, provide an explanation of why you envision the character as you do.

· Create an in-depth news story on a particular incident or important event in the novel.  Interview significant characters whose interpretation of events is crucial to understanding the novel.
· Create a soundtrack for your novel.  For each song chosen provide a copy of the lyrics as well as an explanation of how that song relates / why it is an appropriate choice for your novel. 

· Students may create their own creative project which must be proposed in writing and approved by the teacher no later than _______________________.
Response Journal and Creative Extension Due:_______________________________
*** FORMAT OF RESPONSE JOURNAL AND CREATIVE EXTENSION ***
· Each written part (3 and 4) must be no more than 500 words in length each.
· The responses must be error free, typed in 12 point font, double spaced with 1” margins.
· The assignment must include the title of the assignment, the title of your novel, the author of your novel, your name, my name, the course code and the date of submission.
· You will be required to hand in your brainstorming notes and rough draft(s) with editing marks to show that you have used the writing process to plan, create, edit and polish your work. 
· The assignment must be handed in with the rubric (on the back of this sheet).
Independent Novel Study Rubric

	
	Criteria
	Level
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	· Facts from the literary work studied have been included in sufficient detail to indicate a close and thorough reading of the text.
· References to the text are meaningful and accurate.

· Demonstrates knowledge of a number of the following literary conventions:  theme, narration, character development, conflict, setting, symbolism, imagery, other literary devices, etc. 
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	· Completes and submits the novel proposal with detail and accuracy.

· Develops a coherent plan to structure the assignment.
· Organizes ideas into a logical progression that is effective and engaging.
· Analyzes the text with a high degree of effectiveness and depth addressing the literary aspects of the novel.
· Analysis and discussion is supported with specific references and direct quotations from the novel.
· Demonstrates original ideas.
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	· Correct use of accurate conventions (spelling, punctuation, grammar).
· Writes complete sentences that communicate their meaning clearly / accurately (varying sentence type, structure, and length) and makes logical transitions between ideas.
· Uses an appropriate tone (formal tone for analysis, appropriate tone for creative extension).
· Writing is vibrant and indicates an effort to engage the reader.
· Uses effective diction (vocabulary is mature and appropriate).
· Uses proofreading techniques to polish writing (submits brainstorming and rough draft(s) where self-editing is evident).
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	· Focus of response journal and creative extension is appropriate and significant to the work as a whole (archetypal events and characters are discussed, major themes are addressed, important symbols/images are explained, etc.)
· Proper MLA format for quotations is used (appropriate citation and works cited page).
· Length of responses is appropriate (no more than 500 words each).
· Assignment is formatted properly (typed, double spaced, 12 point font, 1” margins, etc.)
	


Comments:

